
 

 
 

CHASING SKELETONS TOUR 
 

THE ULTIMATE EXPLORATION OF THE MYSTERIOUS 
LANDSCAPES OF THE SKELETON COAST 
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Description and Overview 
 
A coastline many call the pinnacle of isolation, loneliness, contrast, and history. A journey 
to the most North-Western part of Namibia along the infamous Skeleton Coast. 
 
To undertake this tour is a privilege not extended to many due to its remoteness and the 
fact that not many people pass through this part of Namibia on any given day. It is 
considered to be one of the most remote and least visited areas of Namibia. 
 
The tour takes us from Swakopmund to Puros or Sesfontein, covering approximately 1 
500km, with some of the most unusual sceneries, ranging from mountains to flat plains, 
desolate beaches, scattered shipwrecks and numerous dunes, all home to unique fauna 
and flora. 
 
 
Duration of the Tour 
 
This tour is an 8-Day trip and covers a distance of approximately 1 500 km’s from 
Swakopmund to Sesfontein, one of the most North-Western parts of Namibia. 
 
 
Price of the Tour 
 
Price Available on Request. 
 
 
Accommodation Options 
 
Tents and 4x4 Vehicles. 
 
 
Highlights 
 
The tour runs over a 6-day period and each day sees us venture into a new area or 
experience. Here are some of the highlights you can expect: 
 

• Day 1 – Introduction, shipwrecks and Mowe Bay overnight camp. 
• Day 2 – Venture Bomber wreck, Ghost Crabs, Hoariseb river bed, dunes. 
• Day 3 – Flat landscapes, lichens, Cape Fria. 
• Day 4 – Kunene mouth, Bousluisbaai, Mountain backdrops. 
• Day 5 – Dunes, mountains, Angolan views, Kunene River, cave. 
• Day 6 – Rapids, boulders, dunes, the Hartmans Valley, Green Drum. 
• Day 7 – Welwitschia’s, Castles of Clay, Hoarusib River. 
• Day 8 – Hoarusib River, Puros Canyon, Elephants, Sesfontein.  
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Detailed Itinerary 
 

DAY ITINERARY DESCRIPTION 

1 On the first day we meet our guide, Armand Basson at 06:30 at the Shell petrol 
station, at the last circle on the Hentiesbay road. 

Armand will fit each vehicle with a radio transmitter so that each vehicle can keep 
in touch with the convoy and receive warnings and cautions on route. 

While on route, Armand will inform us of all the do’s and don'ts. One important 
rule is to stay on the existing tracks and not to make new ones. 

Our first stop will be at the Zeila shipwreck, stranded on 25 August 2008. There 
will be a short stop at Hentiesbay before we drive to the entrance gate to the 
park. 

The next shipwreck we visit is the South West Seal, beached in 1976. We also visit 
the old and rusted Toscanini oil rig which cease to operate in 1976.  

Diamonds yielded in the area were few and of little value. Today it’s a breeding 
ground for cormorants and other wild life. 

Terrace bay, a popular fishing destination also happens to be where we will enjoy 
lunch. This is also our final opportunity to refuel, and there are no other shops or 
people, other than the convoy, and wild animals in sight for the next 1 000 km’s. 

 

The suggested minimum fuel intake is: 

• Diesel Vehicles: 220 litre per vehicle 

• Petrol:   290 litre per vehicle 

 

Mowe Bay is the un- official border between Damaraland and Kaokoveld and is 
our last contact with people as we enter a park, only accessible by permit. 

All vehicles will meander and wind into some of the most remote and picturesque 
landscapes, fauna and flora and complete silence, other than waves crashing on 
the beach, welcomes all weary travellers – pure bliss and peace. 

Just North of Mowe Bay an overnight spot is selected as camp for the night. A fire 
is lit, tents are pitched, and slowly the aromas and flavours of a home cooked meal 
wafts through the camp. Nessie, the inhouse cook, has once again provided the 
camp with all the nourishment a traveler needs! The first day simply passed too 
quickly. 

 

2 Mornings are made for relaxing and enjoyment. First things first – a cup of coffee 
or tea with a rusk in hand is how we start our days. This is quickly followed with a 
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DAY ITINERARY DESCRIPTION 

hearty breakfast, all prepared by Nessie is our chef. She will serve a variety of 
scrumptious meals each day for the remainder of the tour. 

Each of our lunches are hand-packed and include cold meat, cheese, cucumber, 
tomatoes, and plenty more to keep you nourished throughout the day. We will 
stop and have lunch, or you grab a bite while driving along the route.  

Our scenery changes as we travel; from barren landscapes to mountains to 
riverbeds and here we become aware of the remoteness of this part of the 
country. 

Colors also vary and change from the yellow tinge of the sand to the black 
reflections coming off the mountains, to the red from the Garnet, a silicate 
mineral, change happens all around you. 

Another shipwreck appears and reminds us of the corrosive and destructive 
power of the natural elements surrounding us, and that nothing lasts forever in 
this environment. 

We pass a rusted and abandoned bulldozer and tractor, left behind by the van der 
Westhuizen brothers who tried to mine diamonds in the area, it is called The 
Westhies, or they may have been part of the famous rescue of the Dunedin Star! 

Another famous piece of history are the scattered parts of the famous Venture 
Bomber, a plane used in the Dunedin Star rescue mission, that crashed into the 
sea close to the shoreline. All 3 crew members survived the crash, but the wreck 
of the plane washed ashore. 

We drive along stretches of beach and then over dunes as the scenery continues 
to change. On the beach we are amused by tiny Ghost Crabs racing across the 
shoreline, and at other times we are taken aback by the flourishing fauna and flora 
where, at first glance, nothing seems able to survive, let alone flourish! 

We cross the cracked up Hoariseb river bed and go up and along a number of 
dunes. Now is the time to strut your stuff as we challenge each other up and 
down the dunes. 

Nestled between two dunes we pass a number of rocky outcrop and rock 
formations. The contrast created between the sandy underbelly of the dunes 
contrasted against the tough exteriors of the rocks turns this landscape into a 
weird and wonderful experience. 

We enter the dry Hoariseb river and setup camp while the more adventurous 
amongst us take a dive in the cool water pools found scattered in sections of the 
riverbed. A fire is lit for a well-deserved hot shower with ample opportunity to 
talk a walk in the areas surrounding the camp. Bliss and silence. 
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DAY ITINERARY DESCRIPTION 

3 This is usually an interesting day as the scenery changes from dunes and 
mountainous outcrops to flat landscapes and barren plains in a variety of colors, 
stretching as far as the eye can see. 

This entire section of the trip is painted in shades of bright orange, the result of 
lichens found in this area. Lichens are the result of a symbiotic relationship 
between fungus and algae, with more than 120 species unique to this part of the 
country. Some are black, but they turn green once splashed with water. 

The next stop takes us to Cape Fria to view the hundreds of seal colonies. 

4 The day starts with a few rolling dunes and the goals is to reach the Kunene 
mouth and appreciate the breathtaking view over Bosluisbaai. 

Before arriving at the Kunene, we are cautioned not to go near the water as the 
water may contain crocodiles. Fortunately, there are also more docile creatures 
such as turtles to appreciate. The elevated position gives us a clear view of Angola 
just a few kilometers away. 

We return to the dunes in search of a place to camp for the night, all the while 
looking back at the different contrasted colors against the mountain backdrop. 

5 This day will be an exploration over the dunes, and we will make numerous stops 
along the river with gorgeous views of the mountains on the Angolan side and 
dunes on the Namibian side, with the Kunene River flowing far down below, 
carving the landscape into two sections. 

We also visit a cave, and we have regular stops to taken in the beauty and nature’s 
intimate secrets. We this adventurous day by going down the dunes and close to 
river where we will spend the night. By this time Nessie’s fire has been slowly 
burning, patiently awaiting our welcome arrival. 

6 As we get ready to depart it’s customary to go down to river one last time, climb 
over a few big boulders and to appreciate the river rapids gushing over the 
rounded rocks and pebbles. Watch out for the crocks though! 

We begin the day with some tricky driving over the dunes and as we leave the 
dunes, we notice the scenery changing as we spot a number of individual trees, 
plants, and dried riverbed sections. This is the Hartmans valley, a beautiful open 
section with lots of Oryx in the area. 

We stop at the Green Drum where you can send a mock-email on a broken laptop 
– an unwelcome reminder to many, that a week has passed without any 
connection to the outside world. Do you laugh or do you cry? 
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DAY ITINERARY DESCRIPTION 

7 If we are lucky, we may see some Welwitschia's on route today as our driving 
schedule will take us to the Castles of Clay in the Hoarusib River. A site which is 
guaranteed to leave you speechless! 

Standing among these natural marvels of nature is a truly humbling experiences 
and makes us realise just how small and insignificant we are in the greater scheme 
of things. We setup camp close to the castles. We will start our day tomorrow by 
taking a stroll and taking in the magnificent views. 

8 This is our penultimate day, and it is earmarked as a “river day”, a day we decent 
into the Hoarusib river valley and take drives through numerous streams and 
shallow rivulets, with the surrounding mountains as our only companions. 

We continue until we come to the famous gateway that leads to the Puros 
Canyon. Depending on the time of the day and the season, we will see the desert 
elephants. If we can’t see them, Armand will venture deeper into the valley 
towards Sesfontein in search of them. Just imagine! 

As the day draws to a close, it dawns on all of us – tomorrow will be our last day. 
We will leave this heavenly place with our stories, our memories, and hopefully, 
we have also managed to find ourselves again. 
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Included in the Tour Fees 
 

• Concession fees are payable to the Ministry. 
• Park entrance and usage fees per person per day are payable to the Ministry. 
• Radio communication between vehicles is important and compulsory. 
• Two guide vehicles, depending on the number of people. 
• Three meals per day. 

 
 
Essential Equipment / Preparations 
 

• Take sufficient quantities of fuel. Our guidelines are as follows: 
- Petrol Vehicles: 3km/litre. 
- Diesel Vehicles: 4km/litre. 

• Tents, mattress, sleeping bags, blankets and chairs. Please note that 
temperatures can drop below zero very quickly. 

• Take a minimum of 60 litres of water. Work on 20 litres for kitchen use, plus 2 
litres per person, per day for drinking water. Water for showering can be 
replenished at various points from rivers. 

• Take at least two large bags of wood, plus one bag of charcoal. 
• Take strong green garbage bags. Clients have to carry their own garbage and 

waste out of the area. 
• Take enough cooldrinks and drinks for evenings around the campfire. 
• Ensure to pack sufficient quantities of snacks such as biltong, sweets etc. 
• Bring your own cutlery and crockery. We will supply dishwashing facilities 

after each meal. 
• Bring along warm jacket, bedding, and clothes for both cold and warm 

weather conditions. 
• Tents. 
• Make sure you have sufficient protection against the African sun (medicine, lip 

balm, hats etc.). 
 
 
4x4 Vehicle Requirements 
 

• Make sure that your 4 x 4 is mechanically fit and in good working condition. 
• Ensure your vehicle is fitted with high flotation tyres (no tube type tyres). 
• Bring along a pump, pressure gauge, plus two spare wheels. 
• Remember to bring emergency gear, tools, and parts. 
• Ensure your vehicle is fitted with a suitable recovery points / hooks, both at 

the front and rear. This is essential when driving in the dunes. 
• Roof racks are only to be loaded with a maximum weight of 50kg (bedding, 

tents, equipment). 
• Preferably no roof tents. 
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Cancellation Policy 
 
The following cancelation policy rules will apply in case of cancellations: 
 

• 30 - 15 Days prior to tour start date: 25% cancellation fee 
• 14 – 2 Days prior to tour start date: 50% cancellation fee 
• 1 Day prior to tour date:  100% cancellation fee 
• No Show:     100% cancellation fee 

 
In cases where a cancellation takes place due to unsafe conditions as a result of poor 
weather conditions or acts of political unrest or violence, refunds or a rescheduling of 
the tour may apply, depending on the situation. 
 
 
Additional Arrangements 
 

• The overnight locations / places vary from tour to tour, depending on the 
weather conditions or the overall travel speed of the convoy. 

• Private Accommodation recommendations include: 
- Sesfontein 
- Palmwag 
- Khowarib lodge 
- Grootberg 
- Kamanjab 

 
All accommmodation will have to be booked by the clients in person. 
 
 

 


